Stone Soup

| Retold by Heather Forest
Ilustrated by Susan Gaber

Summary: “The author revisits this oft-told tale to
demonstrate the pleasures of collaboration and mutual
generosity. Two hungry travelers, denied food by the

. inhabitants of a mountain village, publicly declare that
~ 1 they can make soup from a stone. Only they need a
carrot... and a potato... and a few more ingredients to
make it taste really good. Everyone in the town
contributes something, pronounces the soup delicious
and learns the magic behind it: sharing.”

[Note: This version of the story is out of print but still
available on-line from independent booksellers. If you can’t get your hands on it, the
version retold by Jon J. Muth is a respectable second choice.]

Sunday Morning...

Welcome everyone warmly! Children can color, do beading or other simple
activities as others arrive. About 10 minutes into the session, gather the children
around you. You can sit on the floor or a slightly higher spot; the kids can sit on the floor
or benches.

Icebreaker: Go around the room sharing names. (Can anyone remember all the
names? Give everyone who wants to a try.) Next, have the children stand-up and
arrange themselves in age from youngest to oldest. They will have to discuss birth dates
and birth years and discuss who goes where, working cooperatively to get the job done!

Introduce the Book: Have you ever passed someone on the street who was poor or
hungry? How did you feel? What did you do? [Wait for answers; draw out some of the
quieter children.] Stone Soup is a story about two poor men and how they teach a village
to share...

Read the book: Read the book “librarian style,” with the pictures out to the children.
Make sure every child has had a chance to look at the pictures before turning the page.

Wondering Questions:
e I wonder what part of this story you liked the best?
e I wonder where you are in the story or what part of the story is about you?

e Which part of the story is the most important?



Hands-On Bible: What did Jesus teach us to do if we come
across someone who is poor or hungry?

Pass out Bibles. Say something to the effect of:

e Let’s find a passage of the Bible that will tell us what Jesus
would do — but how do we find it?! What’s the first step?

e Go to the Table of Contents

e The Bible is divided into two big sections, do you know what
those are? (Old Testament/New Testament) The Old
Testament is the old stories - before Jesus’ life. The New Testament is the story
of Jesus’ life and teachings.

e There were four people who told the story of Jesus’ life in the New Testament do
you know who they are? Matthew, Mark, Luke & John.

e Let’s find the Book of Matthew— what page does that book start on? (p. 939)
[Wait for all to find the page before going to the next step.]

e Now find Chapter 25 — see the big numbers in blue at the top of the page?

e The tiny numbers in the text tell you the verse and we are looking for verse 34...

[This is a long one, so you should read it aloud rather than asking for volunteers.]
Matthew 25:34-40

Then the King (Jesus) will say to those on his right, “Come, you who are blessed by my
Father, inherit the Kingdom prepared for you from the creation of the world. For I was
hungry, and you fed me. I was thirsty, and you gave me a drink. I was a stranger, and
you invited me into your home. I was naked, and you gave me clothing. I was sick, and
you cared for me. I was in prison, and you visited me.”

Then these righteous ones will reply, “Lord, when did we ever see you hungry and feed
you? Or thirsty and give you something to drink? Or a stranger and show you
hospitality? Or naked and give you clothing? When did we ever see you sick or in prison
and visit you?

And the King will say, “I tell you the truth, when you did it to one of the least of these my
brothers and sisters, you were doing it to me!”
Bible Follow-Up:

What does this Bible passage mean to you? [Something like: When we give to the poor
or hungry it’s as if we are giving directly to Jesus.]



Snack: How about some veggies and dip? Vegetable soup? Vegetable crackers?...
Craft/Activity: Stone Soup Group Mural (to decorate the room)

In advance, make a cooking pot out of a large piece of
black poster board. Attach the Bible verse (below) to the
pot.

On Sunday, using a wide variety of construction paper
colors, scissors and tape, the children can make
vegetables and a stone for the pot. (There’s a good
example page in the book where everyone is
contributing to the pot.)

With blue painter’s tape, affix the pot and veggies to a
T window or wall in the classroom as a permanent art
hungry piece for the room! Use a color photocopy of the book

you fed me.

i cover to finish.

When I was

hungry
you fed me.

Matthew 25:35




Expansion Activity: This is a good time to talk about your local food pantry or food
bank. Explain to the kids how it works (people donate food, the organization re-
distributes it to people in the community who are hungry). Options include:

e Sending home a flyer with each child about collecting food at home with a list of
foods your local pantry most needs

e Planning for a church-wide food drive — kids make posters and announcements

e Planning for a field-trip to the food pantry, maybe to deliver the food you've
collected. Make arrangements in advance to have a tour and maybe even to help
stock shelves or do other small jobs that kids and families can handle.

All food cans and non-perishable items
welcomed!
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